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committed $55 million in property tax relief. You have said, 
and we've abided by that, that that's more important, to give 
property tax relief, than to do some of the things that are on
this agenda. So we are forced or faced, if you will, to__to
fund some of these things that we have in this particular bill 
that we think are critical to the state of Nebraska's future in 
the big picture. That includes, in this case, Sheldon, 
university health costs, all of those things that we have had 
throughout the years. If we really...who is going to take care 
of the state of Nebraska's situation if we don't, I say as the 
Legislature? There's many proposals in for property tax relief. 
We have said, I mean, if you really want to cut that out year 
problem, don't do property tax relief. That will cut that out 
year significantly, for example. Particularly the easy one 
would be the $30 million. So we have made that decision 
philosophically, but we're going to have to continue to face it 
in the next year. Are we going to do property tax relief across 
this state in different forms? And that can be clerk of the
district courts, can be courts, it can be as direct property tax 
relief to state colleges, it can be additional money for 
special ed (inaudible), we can go to 47, 46, 45 percent for 
school aid. But then who is going to take care of our Sheldons 
and our state historical societies, and have adequate salary
base for our employees and on, and on, and on, and on? Well, 
that's the dilemma we face year after year. I predicted that 
this kind of squeeze was going to happen now because we've made, 
I think, a very large commitment to property tax relief, even 
though it's not going to be maybe significant on an individual 
basis. But, by and large, we've made that commitment so we have 
to fit our budget within that now because there's no money to go 
anywhere else, and we still have bills here that many of you 
want, including myself. So next year I predict it's going to be
even tougher, especially if we keep on the line of property tax
relief, which we all want to do politically. I understand that 
just as veil as anyone. But the time is coming when we focus on 
higher education in this state, or historical society, or the 
Sheldon, or the University of Nebraska, or on and on and on. We 
can gnash our teeth about the way some of that is being managed, 
and I'm not saying there's not some things that shouldn't be 
discussed and I think they will be, but...
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.
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